Rapid tumor death model for evaluation of new therapeutic agents for adult T-cell leukemia.
Adult T-cell leukemia/lymphoma (ATL) is an aggressive T-cell neoplasm. The health of ATL patients rapidly deteriorates resulting in death; however, the induction of death in a small animal model due to tumor has not yet been reported. SCID mice, 5 weeks old, younger than those previously used, which were inoculated with ATL cells, eliminated NK cell activity and showed rapid tumor formation resulting in death. Age is the crucial factor influencing tumor formation and death in the SCID mice model for cancer.